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consciousness on the astral plane, though the latter is
naturally comparatively rare. Even a man who is suffi-
ciently awake to meet with important experience in this
higher life, may yet be unable so far to dominate his brain
as to check its current of inconsequent thought pictures
and impress upon it what he wishes it to recollect, and
may thus have on awakening a most confused memory or
no memory at all of what has really happened to him.
But whether he remembers anything when physi-
cally awake or not, the ego who is fully or even partially
conscious of his surroundings on the astral plane, is
beginning to enter into his heritage of powers transcending
any that he possesses down here; for his consciousness when
thus liberated from the physical body has very remarkable
possibilities.
He has a transcendental measure of time and space,
i.e., his measure of time and space is so entirely different
from what we have in waking life that from our point of
view it seems as though neither time nor space existed for
him. An illustration may be given of the story of a man who
was awakened by the firing of a shot, which yet came in
as the conclusion of a long dream, in which he had become
a soldier, had deserted and suffered terrible hardships, had
been captured, tried, condemned and finally shot—the
whole long drama being lived through in the moment of
being awakened by the sound of the shot.
Another remarkable peculiarity of the ego is his
faculty or habit of instantaneous dramatisation. In the
cases of the shot and the pinch mentioned above, the
physical effect which awakened the person came as the
climax to a dream apparently extending over a consider-
able space of time, though obviously suggested in reality
by that physical effect itself. Now the news of this physical

